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ASH LAM), 0., JULY 39, 1S85. 
A Criticism. 

The Bible con talon Ond** thought* to mau, 
ami a thorough Inveatigatlon of ilia written 
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uid obedience to that word u lb* will of 
Owl aliould be man 'a li l« beat ambition. 
Such la the aim and ileilre of Ihe writer. To 
do thin, ho oh literary belpa iui are ueueflcla] 
In obtaining aiii-h result* are made available. 
Soma of those helps worn lo pilule or be- 
cloud the ml nil, initi ino uuemlarj la how 
(ball we leech the Bible and Bible truth* t 
In Btanoemht, entrant Vol., bearing dale of 
Jan. 31, 1S»; youaay the aplrllual meaning 
of the Illble la, 'the knowledge Mod aeelu 
to couTey lo mau through the worda of the 
Illble." thla we accept beeauee clear ; but 
when you aay, "Oulalcle of the words end 
aentencea of the Bible there la no teaching of 
the Bible spiritual or •■iltti ieti*." (italics ourai 
In what condition will that place ttioralula- 
tera or the Sunday achwil teacher* T No com- 
ment, explanation or Interpretation what- 
ever, Ni. CI i rlat inn mlnlalcr or teacher 
would dare go oubuilc uf the Bible and ac- 
it'iii human interpretetlona not In harmony 
wlth the will of Uod. But really iloea not 
your theory reduce your luble syetem a Ill- 
tie too One T 8. T. BNHJaMO*. 

Dunkirk. Ohio. 

We most gladly accede to the 
wishes ot our esteemed cor- 
respondent, to further elucidate 
our meaning in the above quota- 
tion, and we think by doing so 
we ehall have no trouble in mak- 
ing the latter quotation harmon- 
ize with the loriuer, aud with the 
whole tenor ot our article on the 
Bible in that issue ot the Evan- 
gelist. 

What we aimed at doing was 
to combat the idea, entertained 
by some, that the Bible had two 
meanings, one literal and the 
other spiritual. The literal being 
that which was taught in the 
plain language of the Bible, and 
a spiritual meaning that can only 
be detined by some Pope or con- 
clave of Bishops, or holy men, 
claiming the power of inspired 
interpretation, or of changing or 
adding to the written word. 

Paraphrasing our language, 
which seems to be misunderstood 
by oar brother, it wonld, per- 
haps, read, more intelligently 
thus: There can be no teaching 
of the Bible, either of its spirit- 
ual or any other meaning, out- 
side of that which is taught by 
the words and sentences con- 
tained in the Bible. And a' 
minister must be able to support 
hia doctrine by quotations from 
the words and sentences in the 
Bible if he wants to sustain hia 
character as a preacher ot the 
word of God. 

A minister's sermon, a poet's 
verse, a bishop's homily, a pope's 
decree, falls into the sphere of 
fallibility just as soon as the au- 
thor ventures an opinion not 
found or taught by the worda 
and sentences contained in the 
Bible. The opinion may be log- 
ical, scientific, and truthful, but 
it is not Bible teaching, and is 
clothed with fallibility unleee it 
can be sustained by the words 
and sentences of the Bible. 

If the Bible teaches anything 
outside of that which its lan- 
guage convoys unto ue we 
should like to know how, and 


what We would also like to 
know how anything claimed to 
be Bible teaching could be 
proven as such it it could not be 
sustained by the language of the 
Bible. 

The men who taught the truths 
of the Bible demonstrated their 
claims to inspiration by certain 
infallible proofs — such aa the 
working of miracles. Unless 
professions to new revelations 
are accompanied by such wit- 
nesses, we are not bound to re- 
spect them. 

The minister and Bible teacher 
has a wide scope for usefulness 
in his proper sphere of teaching 
what the language of the Bible 
conveys to man, and he who can 
till himself with the truths of the 
Bible as plainly taught in the 
written word need never be 
cramped tor want of opportunity 
to. make himself useful. When 
we need a new revelation Ood 
will give hand call our attention 
to the tact in a way that we 
will know that it is a revelation 
trom God and not only an opin- 
ion fiom a pretender. 

This is about as plain as we 
can put our thoughts on paper, 
but we might say yet in order to 
guard against further misunder- 
standing that we do not deny the 
symbolical aud parabolical form 
of teaching common in the Bi- 
ble. But even the symbols and 
the parables are as easily under- 
stood by one man as another of 
equal intelligence, and any one 
claiming that he has a special 
revelation by which be cau ex- 
plain these, is only a pretender 
unworthy of respectful attention. 


bilitie*. They demand onr ear- 
nest and united attention. Let 
as be sure that we attend to these 
first, and it will be time' enough 
after we have done all we can do 
to promote the Cause of Christ 
in the world — dethrone sin 
and plant the banner of right- 
eousness and truth — to direct our 
attention to speculating npon a 
question, which God in bis wis- 
dom has seen fit to enshroud in 
mystery. 

Let bs attend to the duties 
that are plainly marked ont for 
us, and God is good enough, and 
able to care for as in the tuture ; 
and our duty toward the wicked 
will end when we hrve preached 
to them Ch/ist and him cruci- 
fied. They will be in the hands 
of a just God after death, and 
not in our own. 


The Weightier Matters, and Hat 
ten) not so Weighty. 

Bro. Ridenour, this week, 
plainly declares his faith upon 
a question, upou which brethren 
have always held different views : 
The Hestoratiou of the Wicked, 
Many of the older brethren 
firmly held to this doctrine, and 
it more or less prevails among 
all the branches of the Dunk- 
ard church. 

The old Dunkard church nev- 
er made it a test of fellowship, 
but prohibited discussion upon 
the question from the pulpit. 

We commend its liberality in 
not making an opinion on a 
question of this kind, a condi- 
tion of church fellowship, and 
we would gladly wish that the 
action of its Annual Conference, 
would never have done anything 
more detrimental to the prosper- 
ity of the Cause of Christ than 
to prevent the discussion of this 
mooted question. For, although, 
we would not favor the suppres- 
sion of a question of this kind 
by council enactments, yet we 
sincerely believe that it is time 
wasted to engage in encb discus- 
sions. 

It is far more important to us 
to learn to know our duties to 
God in this life, than to know 
the manner, mode, and length 
of punishment in store for the 
wicked. And along with Soul- 
sleeping and Restoration, we 
would also class the doctrine ot 
Election, Fore-ordination, Pre- 
destination, etc., upon which 
church members are at present 
divided in opinion, and always 
will be. 

The salvation of our souls hap- 
pily, does not depend upon what 
side of these questions we iu- 
cline, and that is why it is time 
wasted to discuss them. The 
duties of the hour are before us 
with all their weighty respousi- 


Prof. Alomo E. Winter, A. M, 

This ie the name of the man 
who will stand at the head of 
the Faculty of Ashland College 
at the opening of the school, 
August 11th. 

Prof. Winter ia a graduate of 
the Ada Normal University, and 
has made his mark as a success- 
ful organizer and teacher in his 
experience in his profession tor 
the last several years. His last 
experience was at Burbank, O., 
where his success is spoken of 
in the highest terms of praise. 
One ot the lessons for severing 
hia connection with the school 
at Burbank, was that the build- 
ing tbere was too email to af- 
ford accommodations to the stu- 
dents. 

-Bro. Winter is also an earnest 
Christian worker, though be is 
at present not connected with 
the Brethren church, neither has 
the Board of Trustees insisted 
on his uniting with the Breth- 
ren, as a condition to hia accept- 
ance of the position on the Fac- 
ulty, lie bad united with the 
German Baptist church at Beech 
Grove, Ohio, and while holding 
his membership there, be was 
an earnest worker in Sunday 
school and church, manifesting 
great zeal in the Cause, and 
holding progressive views in re- 
ligious work. He asked tor and 
received his certificate of mem- 
bership from that church before 
the division occurred, and has 
since then kept aloof from either 
the Brethren or German Baptist 
churches. His reasons tor not 
identifying himself with the 
Brethren, was that he was not 
living conveniently to any of 
our meetings. He has, however, 
in the meantime, been giving hie 
attention to religious work, 
ae time and opportunity pre- 
sented, frequently filling the 
pulpit at the call of the Breth- 
ren at Fair Haven and other 
places. 

In disposition, Bro. Winter 
is kind and affable. He has the 
grace and dignity of a Christian 
gentleman, and will command 
the respect ot intelligent peo- 
ple ; and at the same time, he is 
so kind and courteous that the 
young man or woman just enter- 
ing College, will feel perfectly at 
ease in his presence. 

The trustees consider them- 
selves very fortunate in having 
been able to secure such a man 
as be, in connection with Bro. 
and Sister Perry on the Faculty 
of Ashland College. 

We have no doubt in the abil- 
ity ot the Faculty as at present 
constituted to give entire satis 
faction to students and patrons 
of the institution. 


The Book of Discipline of the 
Salvation Army, 

This book is just ont. Some 
of its teachings may be interest- 
ing to oar readers ; as tor in- 
stance, the following to those 
who are interested in the future 
of the sout : 

1. What happens to the 
Salvation Soldier at death 1 

It faithful to God and the 
Army, be dies like a hero in lull 
triumph, surrounded by his fam- 
ily and sympathizing comrades, 
and supported by bis Savior. 

2 What happens to him after 
death ? 

His comrades give him a tri 
umpbant funeral, while the story 
of his holy life and happy death 
stimulates hie comrades to carry 
on the fight more desperately 
than before, and lead a number 
of souls to give themselves to 
God. 

3. Bat what becomes of his 
soul? 

His glorified spirit enters hea- 
ven the moment it leaves the 
body, and is welcomed by Ood 
and the angels and the blood- 
washed soldiers with whom he 
fought below. In Heaven he is, 
doubtless, employed in some ser- 
vice for the king, for which his 
military training on earth has 
specially qualified him. 

It is argued in another section 
that it is not contrary to Scrip- 
ture for women to preach the 
Gospel ; and this is the explana- 
tion given of St. Paul's appar- 
ent prohibition to the Corinth- 
ian women: 

Rightly understood, this pas- 
sage simply means that he, the 
Apostle, thought it a shame lor 
a woman to take any part in the 
debates which were common in 
Jewish assemblies at tbat time, 
aud also in the early churches, 
and which are not uncommon 
now in meetings where the 
claims of Jesus Christ to be the 
Messiah, are discussed. He 
thought it better that rather than 
she should ask any questions 
here, or take any part in these 
unseemingly debates, she should 
ask her husband for the desired 
information at home ; but the 
Holy Ghost never intended the 
Apostle, in this passage, or in 
any other, to prohibit preaching 
or testifying for Christ. 

They also teach that laziness 
is a sin and exhort every soldier 
to work zealously, and unceas- 
ingly, fighting the battles ot the 
Lord. They exhort to abstain 
from all kinds of extravagance, 
and for their members to wear 
the adopted uniform of the Sal- 
vation Army. 

It is a voluminous book and 
gives minute description of the 
duties incumbent on the male 
and tern ale Soldier. 


for fll,600 ; or bow many souls 
it would save and bring out of 
purgatory. 

Money is a useful article in 
carrying on religious work, but 
there is no religion in it, and it 
is of no avail in securing immor- 
tality. While the act of the 
Brooklyn man may seem to be a 
freak ot insanity ; yet there is 
as much con listency about hia 
deed, as there is about the deeds 
of many rich men in matter* 
pertaining to godliness. 

There are rich men who verily 
believe that their contribu- 
tions to religious lands 
will gain divine favor for 
them, and interest the prayers 
of the pus tor in their behalf. 
They ehould seek the prayers of 
the pious, that are true; but 
there ie a right way and a wrong 
way to do even this. If the 
rich man is without penitence 
and an active desire to do right- 
eousness, his contributions are 
made for selfish purposes, and 
verily he hath hie reward. The 
man who giveB of his substance 
to secure popularity, or to make 
a show, has his reward, aud the 
prayers ot the pastor are only 
an element in a straight commer- 
cial transaction, and if both par- 
ties are not satisfied, the com- 
plainer must look upon it as a 
bad bargain. 

Whoever gives to the Lord 
will be rewarded, even though 
it be only a cup of cold water, 
or a crumb to some poor, afflicted 
disciple. 


Money for Prayers. 

Although the Scripture are 
very decided against money as a 
purchasing power in securing 
redemptions, yet there are people 
who have each confidence in it 
that they will order it used for 
that purpose. 

About one year ago a man 
died in the city of Brooklyn, 
New York, and left an estate ot 
$28,000. He bequeathed fl6, 
600 of this to relatives, and the 
remainder he ordered shonld he 
expended in prayers for his own 
soul, the souls of hie family, and 
all souls that may he in purga- 
tory. 

It might be an interesting 

problem to solve how ma oh 

| righteousness could be purchased 


Encouragements, 

We have during the past few 
weeks received many kind 
words ot encouragement from 
oar friends and patrons, and 
some of the substantial sort of 
good wishes for our prosperity. 

We thank you one and all, 
kind friends. Your words and 
works help us along wonderfully. 
Though we have hitherto re- 
frained trom giving your ex- 
pressions public notice they 
have been highly appreciated 
and very helpful, nevertheless. 

We have olten wondered why 
some of our friends are able to 
send us new subscribers all the 
year round while others can 
only find them along about the 
holidays. 

We are inclined to believe 
that it is never out ot season to 
solicit new subscribers any more 
than it ie to do any other good 
work. It ie certain that we 
have calls to pay our hands, pa- 
per bills and postage, at all seas- 
ons, and we enjoy our meals 
about as well at one season aa 
another, and from these facts we 
draw our conclusion that we 
need new subscribers all the year 
round. 

We have been receiving nice 
hats right in the busy and heated 
season of the year from our most 
active agents, and we we are in- 
clined to believe that in this case 
the adage would hold out, "What 
man has done, man may do." 
Try it friends. We like to en- 
roll new subscribers even in the 
dog days. 

.■■■» «■ — 

Bro. Holsinger seems to be in 
a quandary how to read a cer- 
tain sentence, and tries his hand 
at punctuating. Now we would 
like to know how he would 
punctuate to explain that those 
who were standing without, 
were some of tbem listening, 
and others were not. And it Ta 
altogether likely that each was 
the case with that standing audi- 
ence. 


